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lowed the restoration of his authority at Poona, by
the British arms, were systematically devoted by
Bajee Rao to the humiliation of the old Mahratta
families, who, enjoying large jageers and military
tenures, on every occasion of ferment chose their
party according as best suited their immediate
interest, without conceiving themselves under the
smallest obligations of fidelity and allegiance to
the P&hwa's legitimate authority.    He had con-
ceived a particular enmity against this class, from
a conviction that the state to which he had been
reduced by Juswunt Rao Holkur, and the neces-
sity he had felt of applying to the British for
succour (a step most derogatory to the Mahratta
name and reputation) were owing entirely to his
having been deserted in the hour of need by the
immediate vassals of the empire.     He seems,
therefore, very early to have formed the resolution
of seeking every means of reducing, and, if pos-
sible, of entirely dispensing with this formidable
class.   His plan was to entertain what troops he
might need either by enlisting men singly, or in
small bodies not exceeding one hundred under
one commander; and as the opportunity offered,
to model the large fiefs in such a manner as
should leave the vassal in the most abject depend-
ence on his superior lord.    The British subsidiary
force,  which was ever  prompt to enforce the
Pe^hwa's just rights, was an engine he relied on